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Roofing Self-Certification Program 
Guidelines  

PURPOSE 

The City of Rohnert Park Building department has implemented a self-certification program for 
residential roofing projects. This document sets forth the procedure and qualifications necessary for 
licensed roofing contractors to self-certify residential roofing projects. EXCEPTIONS: Roofing types which 
require fire stopping material or gypsum board underlayment to achieve a Class A fire rating (i.e. metal 
tile roofing systems) installed cannot be self- certified. Roofing systems with solar photovoltaic or 
thermal systems installed cannot be self-certified unless there is an accompanying electrical or plumbing 
permit. 
GENERAL 

The 2019 California Residential Code (CRC) Chapter 3 and 9, and 2019 California Building Code (CBC) 
Chapter 15 establishes the requirements for roofing work for residential structures as defined in CRC 
Section 1.1.3.2.  The intent of this program is to: 

A. Facilitate the roofing contractor’s schedule by allowing for self-certification of roofing work. 
B. Ensure that the existing roof structure will not be overloaded when new material is applied. 
C. Ensure that the new roof sheathing is installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation 

instructions and all the conditions of CRC Chapter 9 and CBC Chapter 15 
D. Ensure that roof covering materials, roofing underlayment, flashings, drip edge, crickets, saddles, 

roof drainage, and roof /attic venting are installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
installation requirements and CRC Chapter 9 and CBC Chapter 15. 

E. Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms are installed in accordance with Sections R314 and Section 
R315 of the 2019 California Residential Code. 

Roofing inspections are relatively uncomplicated and building department experience has shown that 
most licensed roofing contractors are capable of self-certifying their work.  

AUTHORITY  

The Building Official shall have the authority to render interpretations of the code and adopt and 
enforce rules and supplemental regulations to clarify the application of its provisions per CBC and CRC 
Section 104.1 

QUALIFYING CRITERIA TO SELF-CERTIFY 

1. Shall be an actively licensed roofing contractor in the State of California (Class C-39).  
2. The Contractor shall acknowledge in writing that he/she has reviewed and understands the 

requirements of CRC, Chapter 3 and 9, and CBC, Chapter 15 and that all self-certification reports 
will be based on the code requirements contained therein. 

3. The Contractor shall declare and certify that the work performed on each specific project for 
which self-certification is utilized is in compliance with the code requirements set forth in Item 2 
above. If qualified, the contractor may opt for self-certification at any stage of the project. 
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PROCESS

 
Any permit application that fails to complete the processes above will be subject to the Building 
Department’s “Outstanding Correction Notifications and Expired Permits or Certifications Guidelines” 
and “Concealed Construction Verification Guidelines”.  

Residential Roofing Permit Application 

If Contractor meets Self-Certification Qualification 
Requirements 

 
 

If the project  CAN be Self-Certified, a permit is 
issued with a Roofing Self Verification and 
Compliance Form. 

Contractor then performs roofing work, inspects 
work for compliance with all applicable standards 
and documents the progress through the duration 
of the project. 

Upon completion of all work, the Contractor 
certifies that the work is completed in accordance 
with the 2019 CBC and CRC by completing the 
Roofing Self Verification and Compliance Form.  
The completed form must then be delivered to the 
City of Rohnert Park Building Department for final 
approval.  Roofing Self Verification and Compliance 
Form must be accompanied by a completed Smoke 
& Carbon Monoxide Alarm and Water Conserving 
Plumbing Fixture Self Verification Forms. The 
Contractor then must deliver a copy of the finalized 
documents to the property owner. 

If the project is NOT able to be Self-Certified, a 
building permit is issued and Contractor is 
required to call for all necessary inspections. 

 

The Contractor must schedule and provide 
access to the inspector for the following 
inspections to be conducted by the Building 
Department: 

Roofing Overlays (not exceeding two layers) 

202 PROGRESS: An inspection to establish 
the adequacy of the existing supporting roof 
structure and determine number of existing 
roofing layers 

Roofing Material Tear Offs 

234 ROOF DIAPHRAGM: An inspection of 
the attachment of existing or new sheathing, 
discuss venting and flashing requirements 

Roofing Overlays and Tear Offs 

999 BUILDING FINAL: An inspection to verify 
that all work is complete.  This also includes 
the collection of the Smoke & Carbon 
Monoxide Alarm and Water Conserving 
Plumbing Fixture Self Verification Forms. 

The Contractor will then provide 
sufficient information to the Building 
Staff to determine if the project can 

be Self-Certified.  


